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What is COVID-19? 
COVID-19 is a new strain of Coronavirus that was discovered for the first time in humans in Wuhan, China in 2019

How is it spread?
The virus is spread mainly through droplets between people who are in close contact with one another, or by touching 
a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching your own mouth, nose or eyes

What are the symptoms?
Common signs of infection include fever, shortness of breath, dry cough, and sore throat. In more severe cases, 
infection can cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and death

How can I stay safe?
Wash your hands with soap and water or use alcohol-based hand sanitizer regularly
Cover your mouth and nose with bent elbow or tissue when you cough or sneeze – dispose of the used tissue 
immediately
Practice social distancing - don’t shake hands and try to stay two meters away from other people

COVID-19 is a highly contagious virus with mainly respiratory 
symptoms that spreads via droplets
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COVID-19 by the Numbers: West Africa

4
For up to date information click HERE

West African COVID-19 cases, #

Source: Foreignpolicy.com

Timestamp: 12pm, April 15, 2020



COVID-19 by the Numbers: The Gambia
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Timestamp: April 14, 2020

Source: Ministry of Health, The Gambia, SitRep

Region Population (2020 Est.) Suspected case(s) Probable case(s) Confirmed case(s) Recovered Death(s)

Western Health Region 
One 

950,266 208 1 8 1 1

Western Health Region 
Two 

514,999 20 0 0 0 0

Upper River Region 283,911 51 0 1 1 0

North Bank West 130,196 1 0 0 0 0

North Bank East 129,629 0 0 0 0 0

Lower River 88,100 0 0 0 0 0

Central River 257,332 0 0 0 0 0

National Total 2,354,433 280 1 9 2 1

For up to date information click HERE

The Gambia by Health Region 



Quick detection, contact tracing and strict quarantine measures have 
proven successful in containing COVID-19 in other countries

6Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC); The Economist

Goal of COVID-19 interventions

South Korea:
 Extensive testing

‒ Make-shift test centres near areas with many 
infections 

‒ COVID-19 drive-through testing facilities
‒ Establishment of laboratories that can perform up 

to 20,000 tests a day

Singapore:
 Quick detection and diagnosis

‒ Tracking detailed GPS data from phones
 Government transparency

‒ Daily phone updates on new cases, 
recoveries and health advisories

Examples of successful containment strategies

The Gambia’s State of Emergency Provisions

On March 26, H.E. Barrow declared a State of 
Emergency (SOE) for 7 days. On April 3, the 
National Assembly extended the SOE for 45-
days until May 18. Some of the SOE measures 
include:

Social Distancing Measures:
 Closure of non-essential businesses

- Take-away only at restaurants
- Non-food outlets in markets or within 100m 

closed
- Food vendors in markets limited to 6AM-

2PM
 Closure of schools
 Suspension of public gatherings (>10 ppl)
 Capacity of public transport limited



Alignment with National Government:
National COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan
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From the National COVID-19 Preparedness and 
Response Plan:

• Learn from the National Ebola Virus Disease 
Plan (NEVDP) 2015

• Improve risk communication, social 
mobilization, sensitization and community 
engagement 

• Utilise community radios in local languages to 
reach grassroots

• Control and prevent transmission of COVID-19

• Minimize morbidity and mortality by supporting 
contact tracing efforts

• Enhance logistic support and safety of heath 
care workers 

• Strengthen coordination at national and 
decentralized levels

• Monitoring and evaluation of activities 

Alignment to National Plan: 

KMC is working closely with national government 
counterparts through KMC’s Taskforce on 
COVID-19 Response from:

• Ministry of Health

• National Disaster Management Agency

• Gambia Police Force

• Red Cross Society

KMC’s COVID-19 Taskforce
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• 1st case in Senegal on March 2, 2020: KMC 
responded public sensitisation efforts: 
address from the Mayor, sensitisation from 
councillors in local languages, and posters on 
the issue. 

• On March 17, H.E. Barrow decreed that “all 
public gatherings are suspended.” KMC 
called on the Gambia Police Force to support 
with enforcement. This advocacy led to 
coordinated action to improve social 
distancing in the Council’s public market 
facilities. 

• On March 25, KMC published a list of 
Preventive Measures to stop the spread of 
the virus.

Fast & effective response: 

KMC’s Initial Efforts
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• On March 26, H.E. Barrow declared a State of 
Emergency, which included the closure of non-
essential businesses and further limitations to public 
gatherings. 

• The Council expanded its efforts to distribute hand 
washing stations, fumigate markets, and enforce 
social distancing in public markets. 

Sustained action: 

KMC’s Initial Efforts
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• Population of ~500,000 people 

• 24% of country’s population 

• ~ 80,000 households 

• Population density of 5,057.5 persons per 
km2 (most densely populated in country)

• Population is expected to double in next 20 
years

• 66,000 people living below the poverty line 

• Avg. household size in KM – 5.7 people

• Thus, 11,579 households in KM in poverty

• Est. 83% of Kanifing residents lack a place 
for hand washing

• Half of the country’s urban population lacks 
access to improved sanitation facilities

• 91% of Gambia’s urban population drink 
untreated water

Demographics

KMC is the most densely populated municipality in The Gambia, which 
makes stopping the spread of COVID-19 a challenge.

12Source: DHS 2013; Census 2013; IHS 2015;

Implications for COVID-19

• Main guidance for preventive 
measures against COVID-19, i.e. 
handwashing and social 
distancing, is hard to follow for 
large part of population in 
Kanifing, due to densely populated 
communities, markets and public 
spaces and the lack of access to 
water

• The reserve capacities of 
residents (i.e. available savings 
and/or food stocks) are very 
limited or non-existence, which 
would make enforcing a lockdown
of the city more difficult than in 
other contexts
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• Coordinate actors engaging in the COVID-19 response in Kanifing
municipality;

• Ensure accountability and transparency in the Council’s response to 
COVID-19;

• Serve as a resource for the information coming from the Ministry of 
Health, NDMA, partners, and other bodies of the central government for 
the residents of Kanifing municipality;

• Target relief support to the vulnerable in Kanifing municipality affected 
by the economic and hunger burden of the COVID-19 response;

• Support the health care system and frontline workers in their efforts 
to care for residents in the municipality;

• Create public awareness about COVID-19, the risk factors for its 
transmission, its prevention and control among the community; and

• Work hand-in-hand with the national government through the 
National Public Health Emergency Committee (NPHEC) in their 
implementation of the National Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Preparedness and Response Plan.

Objectives:

Objectives of the Plan
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KMC’s Emergency Action Plan for COVID-19 – 3 Pillars
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1. Public 
sensitization

2. Prevent 
spread

3. Ease economic & 
hunger burden



• Community Outreach

Communication through various channels 
including:

• Mass media (i.e. community radio, TV)

• Community structures (i.e. traditional 
communicators (TCs), drama groups)

• Local musicians

• Ward councillors, WDCs, Alkalos

• PA systems & town criers 

• Social media (i.e. Facebook, WhatsApp)

• Community service officers / MDFTs (multi 
disciplinary facilitation teams)

• Faith based organizations (i.e. imams, 
pastors)

• Market chairpersons, chairpersons of 
mother clubs, drivers union, youth leaders

Activities: 

Pillar 1. Public Sensitization
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• Provision of Face Masks & Wash Hand 
Stations

• Fumigate public places (i.e. markets, 
highways, car parks, mosques, waiting 
centre, fish landing site, schools)

• Support to MoH in contact tracing and 
isolation facilities

• Serve as a communication channel from the 
MoH on updates relating to COVID-19 (i.e. 
case management)

• Provide sanitary facilities and medical 
equipment to health facilities

• Support the enforcement of social distancing 
practices and behaviour change in 
partnership with the Gambia Police Force

• Stay at home for non-essential KMC staff 
and provided safety equipment to essential 
KMC staff

Activities: 

Pillar 2. Prevent Spread
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Pillar 3. Ease Economic & Hunger Burden
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To ease the economic & hunger burden of the 

COVID-19 response, KMC will be supporting 

10,000 vulnerable families with food relief.



• KMC is committed to ensuring that the most vulnerable in the municipality have access to relief 
during this emergency. Relief efforts will be apportioned to wards based upon population size of 
wards.

Pillar 3. How to Identify the Vulnerable
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• The WDCs and Alkalo will identify 
households as vulnerable and eligible for 
relief only if one of the four conditions is 
met:

i. Single mother is the head of household; or

ii. Differently able person or has chronic 
illness (that prevents them from working) is 
the head of household; or

iii. Affected by flooding/fire last year and 
included in KMC’s list of affected 
households; or

iv. Live in precarious shelter/shack/tent 
(plastic, wood, canvas).

Vulnerability Criteria: 

• Within each of KMC’s 19 wards, there is 
a Ward Development Committee (WDC) 
that will form a  COVID-19 Distribution 
Sub-Committee composed of:

i. Councillor

ii. Alkalo

iii. Women’s Representative

iv. Youth Representative

v. Community Development Officer

vi. NDMA Ward Representative  

vii. Religious Leaders (i.e. Imams, etc.)

Local Governance: 



• KMC is committed to ensuring that all activities are well documented and funds, including 
donations, are properly accounted for.

• The Council is working with an external auditor to provide real-time auditing to the COVID-19 
response efforts. The results of this audit will be made publicly available.

• Administration will prepare a financial reports detailing what KMC has received (from who, cash 
vs in-kind, when received, in-kind deployed to where).

• The Emergency Action Plan for COVID-19 is a public document that will evolve over time and 
residents are encouraged to share their feedback with Council.

Transparency & Accountability: 

Transparency, Accountability & Monitoring

20

• The Directorate of Services will equip a monitoring
team to follow-up on relief distributions to ensure 
vulnerability criteria was adhered to and 
maintenance of deployed hand washing facilities in 
the municipality. 

Monitoring: 
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Feedback

Let’s hear from you!
This document is evolving as the emergency develops, so 

feedback is encouraged.

Contact Details:
Kanifing Municipal Council

57 Mamadi Manjang Highway
P.O. Box 2039, Serrekunda, 

The Gambia, West Africa
www.kanifing.gm

info@kanifing.gm
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